
Openlands Annual Report 2022

THE VALUE of NATURETHE VALUE of NATURE



iii



1

Our ability to perceive quality in nature begins, as in art, with  
the pretty. It expands through successive stages of the beautiful 
to values as yet uncaptured by language.

	 ALDO LEOPOLD
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Dear Friends, 

Nature plays a crucial role in every aspect of our lives. It cleans 
our air and water, puts food on our table, and improves our health. 
Nature also enriches our lives, providing balm from the stress of 
our everyday lives, creating cultural identity and community bonds 
between us, and inspiring and supplying the innovation that  
drives our economy. Even as the threat of the pandemic has subsided,  
people in our region have continued to visit forest preserves, 
parks, and open spaces at historic levels.
  
For 60 years, Openlands’ success has been driven by ensuring 
everyone has access to nature, and in turn, values nature. As 
one of the country’s first and largest metropolitan conservation 
organizations, Openlands works through on-the-ground con-
servation, engaging people of all ages in nature through Birds in 
My Neighborhood®, TreePlanters Grant®, and Lands in Harmony® 
programs. We ensure nature is close to home by connecting the 
web of green and blue across our region—conserving land for 
trail connections, large landscapes, and local parks and ensuring 
the health of our streams, rivers, lakes, and wetlands. Finally, we 
work collaboratively with conservation and community partners 
to ensure the protection of and investment in nature through our 
local, state, and national policy work.  

At 70,000 acres and counting, we see our impact through the people,  
communities, and the region we serve. And throughout this 
report, you’ll see examples of the lives touched by nature and your 
support. From completing our 34th Space to Grow Schoolyard in 
the Calumet Heights neighborhood to adding hundreds of acres to 
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge, Openlands works to advance 
nature-based solutions to climate change, improve the health  
and well-being of communities, and create a more verdant region 
for all. Thank you for your generous and vital support.  

My best,  

Jerry Adelmann  
President & CEO of Openlands 
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Broccoli Sunrise by Jen Miller took first place in the Amateur over 18 
category of the ‘Fields of Vision’ photography contest. The contest was 
supported by the Green Corridor Coalition, a group, including Openlands, 
fighting to protect the land that comprises the old Route 53 Corridor, 
one of Lake County’s most scenic natural landscapes. 
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Dear Friends, 

2022 was, in many ways, the year nations and societies across  
the globe began to understand the value of nature. Governments,  
including the United States, began to decipher how we can account 
for the ecosystem services nature provides and the cost of its 
destruction. Federal and local investments, like the Vote Yes for 
Clean Air, Clean Water, and Wildlife referendum, which passed 
with overwhelming voter support, deliver millions of dollars to 
bring our land and water to good health. These investments ensure 
cleaner air, healthier communities, and more protected habitat  
for wildlife to thrive.  

But nature’s value goes beyond the balance sheet. Our everyday 
actions, big and small, show how we value our environment.  
In this report, you’ll see the countless ways people throughout  
the region devoted their time, energy, talent, and treasure to 
nature in 2022. From advocates envisioning a new greenway trail 
in Lake County to apprentices learning the arboriculture skills 
that will lead to a flourishing career in Forestry, Openlands moved 
people to act for nature.  

Marshall Johnson, Chief Conservation Officer at Audubon, said  
it best at Openlands Annual Luncheon as part of his keynote 
address. “We need big investment and big ideas, but it’s the little 
individual acts done daily which really add up. We need to tell 
the truth and have authentic conversations across communities 
because the largeness of our ideas must still happen time and 
time again. In villages and ranches in Chile and prairies across the 
American west, many small conservation efforts come together 
across this vast landscape to produce big change.” 

Thank you for all the little and big ways you contribute to 
Openlands and nature in our region and world. 

Sincerely,  

JoAnn Seagren 
Chair, Openlands Board of Directors 
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{FORESTRY} 

	 NATURE DRIVES JOBS.

A feeling of confidence. That was the key takeaway from  
the six Apprentices in the second class of the Openlands 
Arborist Registered Apprenticeship, who reported having 
gained a lot over their first year in this 3-year training 
program. The program is the first and only registered 
apprenticeship in Illinois, and has apprentices learn from 
Openlands in the first year before transitioning to a partner 
tree care company for their last two years. The 2022 cohort 
of apprentices gained over 2,000 hours of on-the-job 
training and classroom learning from Openlands and its 
partners, from taking the TreeKeepers® Course and planting 
trees in communities across Chicagoland to learning 
specific skills like tree climbing with the Illinois Arborists 
Association. Meanwhile, 2021 apprentice Lisa Mende gained 
new skills and professional experience through her  
secondary employer, Cantigny Park. 

	 Learn more at openlands.org/ARA
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Deron Davis, Arborist Registered Apprentice, and Tom Ebeling,  
Community Arborist for Openlands, smile with neighborhood volunteers 
after planting a tree in Gage Park on Chicago’s Southwest Side. 
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2022 Apprentice Ray Bizot practices chainsaw skills at Beaubien Woods 
Forest Preserve. 
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Erica Nanton, Community Organizer at St. Sabina’s Church and Openlands  
partner, welcomes attendees of an African American Heritage Water Trail 
event in Summer 2022 at Beaubien Woods Forest Preserve. 



{WATER CONSERVATION} 

	

NATURE ENERGIZES 
	 COMMUNITY INVESTMENT.

As one of the New York Times’ “52 Places for a Changed 
World” in 2022, the Little Calumet River holds historical, 
cultural, and ecological significance in our region. Driven 
by community partners, Openlands works to ensure sus-
tainable and equitable investments into the Altgeld Gardens 
and Golden Gate neighborhoods along its banks. This area 
has a storied past including being a part of the Underground 
Railroad, the site of heavy industrial pollution, and the birth 
of the Environmental Justice movement. With partners like 
People for Community Recovery, We Keep You Rollin’ (Bike 
and Wellness Group), and more, Openlands coordinated 
efforts to acquire and restore land along the Little Calumet 
River. Working with the Field Museum and the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County to install a community gathering 
space and restore 20 acres of prairie, Openlands made 
strategic investments at Beaubien Woods Forest Preserve, 
the site that launches the African American Heritage Water 
Trail. Openlands continued work with the City of Chicago, 
NeighborSpace, and community partners to create public 
open space along the river. Once transferred, these spaces 
will create opportunities for urban farming, cultural story-
telling, historical and ecological education, and increased 
community access to the river. 

	 Learn more at openlands.org/CAP
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Fatimah Al-Nurridin, right,  
and volunteer June Webb, left,  
scouting, flagging and pulling 
sweet clover at Beaubien Woods  
Forest Preserve. 
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A model for a gathering 
space to be built at the 
Beaubien Woods boat 
launch. The collaborative 
design process was led by 
a community curatorial 
committee facilitated by 
the Field Museum. Model 
by artist Christine Perri.
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Urban farming photos?



Urban farming photos?
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Students traverse the Little Calumet River in Kickapoo Woods for an 
Openlands paddling event in June 2022. 
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Grass pink orchid is a 
state-endangered plant 
that grows mainly  
in Northern Illinois. 



{LAND CONSERVATION} 

	 NATURE PROMOTES HEALTH  
	 AND WELL-BEING. 

As Chicago’s regional land trust, Openlands connects and 
energizes the region through strategic collaboration and 
local partnerships that protect land, water, and wildlife. In 
2022, Openlands transferred hundreds of acres to regional 
partners in Lake, McHenry, and Cook counties for the public 
to access and enjoy for generations.  

One such acquisition was the Alden Sedge Meadow, an 
ecologically significant parcel strategically located in 
the vicinity of Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge. 
Openlands joined the Illinois Audubon Society and The Land 
Conservancy of McHenry County to acquire and transfer  
the almost 77-acre site to the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources. The Department had sought the parcel for many 
years because it supports several elements of the Illinois 
Wildlife Action Plan. The site has high-quality wetland 
habitat and several state-listed species, including grass 
pink orchid, Blanding’s turtle, snake-mouth, pitcher plant, 
and common bog arrow grass. Adjacent to McHenry County 
Conservation District’s Alden Sedge Meadow, the land offers 
meaningful trail connections within Hackmatack for people 
to enjoy the natural beauty of the area for generations to come.
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{LAND CONSERVATION continued} 
 

Openlands transferred 270 acres to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to be a part of Hackmatack in 2022, including vital 
stream corridors, oak savannahs, wetlands, and prairies. 
Since its inception in 2012, partners have acquired 2,343 
acres in the Refuge, with Openlands protecting 1,393 of 
those acres.   

	 To visit Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge,  
	 visit openlands.org/HNWR. 

The Blanding’s turtle is semi-aquatic, dwelling in relatively quiet waters  
of bogs, marshes, small streams, and sedge meadows. The fragmentation 
of grassland habitat has endangered the species in North America. 
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Openlands and Shedd Aquarium staff do annual monitoring of mussels at 
North Branch Nippersink Creek in Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge, an 
Openlands property. Monitoring helps determine stream quality and ensure 
the preservation of important mussel populations in northeastern Illinois. 
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{EDUCATION}

	 NATURE ENCOURAGES 
	  HUMAN CONNECTION.

In 2022, Openlands completed the first phase of green 
schoolyards investment in Chicago, designing and 
constructing the last four out of thirty-four schoolyards 
with the communities. Together with Healthy Schools 
Campaign and our capital partners, the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District, the City of Chicago Department of 
Water Management, and Chicago Public Schools, Space 
to Grow’s multi-pronged approach to school greening is 
delivering nothing short of a culture change. The program, 
which centers on the transformation of schoolyards, works 
with schools whose students rarely play outside to trans-
form them into schools that play, teach, and grow food and 
native plants on their grounds. Hosting workshops with 
the school and residential community, Space to Grow works 
with communities that once suffered from costly basement 
floodings and a lack of open space to understand how a 
Space to Grow schoolyard protects against urban flooding 
and actively utilizes the schoolyard for recreation and 
relaxation. And to ensure the longevity of the schools and 
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{EDUCATION continued}

the natural value they provide, Openlands and Healthy 
Schools Campaign work with the city to understand the 
benefits of and invest in green stormwater infrastructure  
as a critical natural climate solution.  

Space to Grow is an example of Openlands’ passionate 
commitment to people and nature. While Space to Grow’s 
34 schoolyards comprise around 75 acres, these small but 
mighty landscapes serve over 13,000 Chicago Public School 
students and faculty, and tens of thousands more residents 
who live nearby through flood mitigation, access to recre-
ational opportunities, and gardening.  

	 Learn more at openlands.org/space 

Previous Page: Boys play on a swing of their new schoolyard at the  
ribbon cutting ceremony for Robert A. Black Magnet School in the fall. 
Right: A volunteer places vegetable plants in a Space to Grow bag for  
community members to take at an Ashe Elementary School volunteer  
planting day in spring 2022. 
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Students run on their new field at the Mays Elementary ribbon cutting 
ceremony in fall 2022. 
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Volunteers construct a small greenhouse at Ashe Elementary School, 
improving their already existing Space to Grow schoolyard as part of 
Openlands’ and Healthy Schools Campaign’s ongoing support. 
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{POLICY+PLANNING} 

	 NATURE IS A CLIMATE SOLUTION.  

Openlands and partners achieved significant conservation 
wins that will support Chicago Wilderness’s Green Vision— 
a plan that centers on nature-based climate solutions 
towards 2030: 

Chicago Museum Campus. In Chicago, Openlands helped 
develop a new plan to continue to bring nature back to the 
Museum Campus. The report “Where Worlds Connect” 
calls for increased recreational and restored natural space, 
creating an urban nature retreat that educates through 
integrated stories of people and the rich environment in 
which Chicagoans live. It also proposes repurposing the 
Meig’s Field Terminal, now a Park District facility, to create 
the Great Lakes Climate and Biodiversity Lab, which could 
partner with the nearby museums to study climate change, 
resiliency, and other issues facing the lakefront. The city, 
museums, and park district are working to implement many 
of the recommendations, including native landscaping 
throughout the Museum Campus.  

Left and next page: Renderings by SOM of the proposed rewilding of  
Museum Campus. From the plan “Where Worlds Connect”, spring 2022. 
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{POLICY+PLANNING continued} 

Lake County Greenway. In Lake County, Openlands helped 
drive the Illinois Route 53 Expansion Land Alternative Use 
Task Force to envision a new greenway. This is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to create a 1,100-acre linear park and 
trail system, linking trails for thousands of people in Lake 
County and the region, and providing a critical pathway for 
wildlife to migrate. The land is home to old-growth oak 
woodlands and undisturbed wetlands. The Task Force ended 
2022 recommending the transfer of land to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources and continues to work in 
2023 to engage the community in the vision for the park.  

Cook County Referendum. With partners in Cook County, 
Openlands led the successful passage of the Vote Yes for 
Clean Air, Clean Water, and Wildlife referendum, with 69% 
of the vote. The successful referendum passage will invest 
$45 million in new funding to support the Forest Preserve 
of Cook County to enact The Next Century Conservation 
Plan, which will double restoration efforts, acquire 2,000 
additional acres, and increase conservation job training and 
opportunities.  
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Majestic Sandhill Crane by Cheryl Keegan took third place in the “Fields 
of Vision” photography contest. The contest was supported by the Green  
Corridor Coalition, a group formed to protect the land that comprises the 
old Route 53 Corridor, one of Lake County’s most scenic natural landscapes.
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Volunteers play at Dan Ryan Woods Forest Preserve. This image  
was part of the Vote Yes for Clean Air, Clean Water, and Wildlife campaign, 
which successfully passed in November 2022. 



{POLICY+PLANNING continued} 

Federal Gains. Federally, Openlands advocated for nature-
based investments in the Inflation Reduction Act, passed 
in August, and the protection of Conservation Easements 
through the Charitable Conservation Easement Program 
Integrity Act, and helped gain critical investment in 
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge for our partner, 
Friends of Hackmatack.  

Openlands policy and planning initiatives work at dynamic 
scales, from on-the-ground advocacy to strategic assistance  
and affect millions of people and tens of thousands of acres 
of natural landscape across the region.  

	 To learn more about Chicago Wilderness’ Green Vision  
	 and how organizations like Openlands are contributing to it,  
	 visit openlands.org/CWgreen.

Winter along the Nippersink Creek, in Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge. 
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{OPENLANDS} 

A NATURAL EVOLUTION: ENSURING 
OPENLANDS CONTINUED IMPACT 

Openlands made significant strides in 2022 to strengthen its 
human and financial resources, a pillar of its Strategic Plan. 
In the fall, Openlands launched a refreshed organizational 
identity, including an updated brand and forthcoming 
website. The new identity underscores Openlands’ history 
and communicates its diverse and lasting impact across the 
region. The evolved brand identity represents Openlands’ 
stewardship and innovation across a wide variety of our 
work. Depending on the application, color, and context, 
the logo mark reflects the trees, trail, land, and waterway 
systems of northeastern Illinois and the surrounding region 
that Openlands protects, while the color palettes embody  
the array of bold and elegant hues brought to life in each 
season in our landscapes.   

Learn more about the evolution of Openlands’ identity over  
the course of our 60 years at openlands.org/evolution. 
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	 	{2022 FINANCIAL REPORT}

REVENUE 
Grants and Contracts	 $	 3,278,782
Contributions		  2,324,458
Other (a)		  1 , 1 7 1,693 

Total	 $	 6,774,933

EXPENSES 
Program Services	 $	 4,4 1 0,7 1 4 
Restoration		  552,25 1  
Management and General		  6 4 1,575
Fundraising		  795,184
 
Total	 $	 6,399,724 

Increase in Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions	 $	 375,209 
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions, Beginning of Year		  7, 1 1 4,54 1  
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions, End of Year	 $	 7,489,750 
Net Assets With Donor Restrictions		  27,222,463 
Total Net Assets (b)	 $	34,7 1 2,2 1 3

(a) This balance includes $982,877 from an Employee Retention Credit  
extended as part of relief efforts related to COVID-19.

(b) This balance includes $18M comprised of land held for conservation  
and resources for land conservation activities.
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{DONORS October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022} 

 

 
Thank you to our generous funding 
partners who helped to fulfill 
Openlands’ mission of connecting 
people to nature over the past year. 
 

CORPORATIONS,  
FOUNDATIONS, GOVERNMENTS, 
& ORGANIZATIONS 
 
$500,000 or more 
Hamill Family Foundation  
John D. and Catherine T. 
	 MacArthur Foundation 
 
$100,000 – $499,999 
ComEd, an Exelon Company  
Crown Family Philanthropies 
Grand Victoria Foundation   
Walder Foundation  
 
$50,000 – $99,999 
Arbor Day Foundation  
Full Circle Foundation  
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
	 Foundation  
Harold M. and Adeline S. 	
	 Morrison Family Foundation 

$25,000 – $49,999 
Anonymous Fund of  
	 Central Indiana Community
	 Foundation  
The Coleman Foundation  
Ducks Unlimited  
Globe Foundation

  
The Grainger Foundation  
Leo S. Guthman Fund  
The Bowman C. Lingle Trust  
Morningstar, Inc.  
Peoples Gas Community Fund 
	 at The Chicago Community
	 Foundation  
Polk Bros. Foundation  
The Smart Family Foundation 
	 of Illinois  
Solberg Manufacturing 
 
$1 0,000 – $24,999 
Archer Daniels Midland Company
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation  
BNSF Railway Foundation  
The Buchanan Family 
	 Foundation  
Dr. Scholl Foundation  
Friends of Hackmatack National 
	 Wildlife Refuge  
Good Heart Work Smart
	 Foundation  
The Lumpkin Family
	 Foundation  
National Recreation Foundation  
The Siragusa Family Foundation  
Stantec  
US Bank Foundation  
United States Forest Service  
Wellington United Church  
	 of Christ 
 
$5,000 – $9,999 
An Anonymous Donor Advised
	 Fund at The Chicago
	 Community Foundation  
Bartlett Tree Experts  
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Christy Webber Landscapes  
The Zach and Natasha Egan
	 Charitable Fund at  
	 Vanguard Charitable  
Heitman LLC  
Jo Daviess Conservation
	 Foundation  
Mammel Family Foundation  
John D. and Alexandra C.
	 Nichols Family Foundation  
REI  
The South Church  
Women’s Society of the 
	 First Congregational Church 
	 of Western Springs 
 
$2,500 – $4,999 
ACT of Hope Foundation  
Anonymous  
Christopher B. Burke
	 Engineering, Ltd  
Citizens for Conservation  
The Field Museum  
Forest Preserve District of 
	 Will County   
Lake County Forest Preserves  
McGraw Foundation  
Meristem Advisors, LLC  
Natural Resources Defense
	 Council  
Ross Family Foundation  
S&E Bramsen Foundation  
Scott Byron & Company, Ltd.  
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP  
The Veggie Grill, Inc.  
Ventas, Inc.   
Wanxiang America Corporation 
 
$1,000 – $2,499 
The Big Cat Foundation  
Butler Family Foundation  
Edelman  

Exelon  
The Garden Guild of Winnetka   
The James Huntington
	 Foundation  
Illinois Tool Works  
Jewish Federation of  
	 Metropolis Chicago  
The Joyce Foundation  
Liberty Prairie Foundation  
LUMW Foundation  
Robert R. McCormick
	 Foundation  
PayPal Giving Fund  
Pucher & Ranucci, P.C.  
Red Bird Hollow Foundation  
Spiderrock Advisors LLC  
STS Foundation  
Thrall Family Charitable  
	 Gift Fund  
Urban Forestry Organization  
R&R Winters Family Foundation 
 
$250 – $999 
AIG  
AmazonSmile Foundation  
Arch Capital  
Atrium  
The Ayco Charitable Foundation  
B Collective  
Chapman and Cutler LLP  
Dean L. and Rosemarie 
	 Buntrock Foundation  
W.W. Grainger  
Greater Horizons  
The Lincolnshire Garden Club  
Warren G. Lavey Family 		
	 Charitable Fund at  
	 The Chicago Community
	 Foundation  
Midwest Groundcovers, LLC  
Miraval Green Extraction 
	 Technologies LLC  

49



Oak Park-River Forest 
	 Community Foundation  
Sierra Club, Chicago Chapter  
Sirius Fund  
UK Online Giving Foundation  
The Unitarian Church of 
	 Hinsdale  
WarnerMedia 
William Blair & Company 

INDIVIDUALS 
 
Leadership Circle  
 
Openlands gratefully acknowledges 
the following individuals who made  
contributions of $1,000 or more. 
 
$100,000 or more 
Shaun & Andy Block 
Ms. Marjorie David* 
Ms. Justine Jentes 
William R. Jentes 
Nancy H. Hamill Charitable 
	 Lead Unitrust 
Wendy & Hank Paulson, 		
	 Bobolink Foundation 

$50,000 – $99,999 
The Crown Goodman Family 
Lauderback Family Foundation 
Mrs. Addie Morrison 
Tim Brown & Jill Riddell  
JoAnn Seagren & Scott Lang 
The Negaunee Foundation 

$25,000 – $49,999 
Jonathan Boyer &  
	 Judith Stockdale 

Richard Carlson &  
	 Cristina Benitez 
Bob & Joan Fietler 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul F. Hills 
Lois Morrison & Justin Daab 
Charles & Joyce Solberg 
Tor Solberg 
Nancy W. Sutherland 
Nicole Williams &  
	 Dr. Lawrence Becker 
 
$10,000 – $24,999 
Fred & Cindy Acker 
Ms. Jill Allread &  
	 Ms. Pam Freese  
Alan M. Bell 
Connie & Tony Bischof  
James & Elizabeth Bramsen  
Jonathan Copulsky &  
	 Ellen Barreto* 
Ron Davies 
Ms. Kimberly Duchossois 
Patrick & Jessica Hanley 
Ambassador Fay  
	 Hartog-Levin (Ret.) 
Lindy & Mike Keiser  
Martina Keller & Don McLellan 
Heidi Kiesler 
Mr. Tom Lanctot 
Jeanine & Andrew McNally, IV 
Carrie McNally &  
	 Rick Maechling 
Shauna Peet 
Glenn W. & Barbara Welsh Reed 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Rode 
Olivia Scully 

$5,000 – $9,999 
Anonymous 
Ann & Brian Balusek 
Susan D. Bowey  
Holly Johnson Carr & Tom Carr 
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Mr. & Mrs. James Cartwright 
Stephanie Comer &  
	 Robert Craigie 
George & Alexandra Covington 
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Davis 
Tom & Barbi Donnelley  
Naomi Donnelley 
Ed Dowling 
Dean & Jenny Fischer 
Hugh & Marlene Frisbie  
Deborah Gillespie &  
	 Charles Burbridge 
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
	 John H. Krehbiel Jr. 
Nancy Hamill Winter  
Amanda Hanley  
Shawn & Lewis Ingall  
Ms. Kristen A. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Kearney 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kessler 
Mary A. Laraia &  
	 Andrew Mooney 
Judy & John McCarter  
Janis & John Notz   
Mr. Eric Peterson 
Kathy & Grant Pick Fund 
Mr. Charlie Pick 
Margot & Thomas Pritzker 
Alexa Rice 
Mr. Richard Salmon 
John Shillinglaw 
Mr. & Mrs. David Byron Smith 
Travis Solberg 
Emily & Charles Solberg 
Sarah Solberg Ludden 
William Spence 
Rick & Cate Waddell 
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Waud 

$2,500 – $4,999  
Gerald W. Adelmann 
Anonymous 

Frederick N. Bates &  
	 Ellen Benjamin 
Christopher & Margaret Block 
Susan Bonnevier* 
Mr. Allan E. Bulley Jr.  
Steven Byers &  
	 Nancy Williamson 
The Color Circles Fund at  
	 The Chicago Community 
	 Foundation 
Garrett & Terrence Dee 
Matthew J. & Lynora R. Dobry 
	 Giving Fund 
Edward & Rose Donnell
	 Foundation 
Shawn M. Donnelley &
	 Christopher M. Kelly 
Ceara Donnelley  
William Drake & JoAnn Carney 
Virginia & Gary Gerst 
Cynthia & Norm Goldring  
Mary Johnson Hill  
Leah Mayers 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Nebenzahl 
Rommel P. Noguera 
Jenny Notz & Ian Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Onderdonk 
Andrew Otting &  
	 Laura Hohnhold 
Marion Parry 
James & Leslie Rachlin 
Rebecca R. Riley 
Louise Saltzman 
Carolyn Miller Short 
Karen Sowell 
Terry Trobec 
Ms. Valerie Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Yee 

$1,000 – $2,499 
Anne L. Abramson  
	 Charitable Fund 
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Anonymous (2) 
Frank Beal 
Mary Beaubien 
Thomas E. Beck 
Paul & Karen Becker 
Marjorie Benton 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McCormick
	 Blair, Jr.   
Mrs. Judith S. Block 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas W. 
	 Bridge, Jr. 
Susan & Friedrich Burian 
Tom & Dianne Campbell 
Ms. Melissa Chen 
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel 
Bill & Suzanne Clarkin 
Mrs. Almeda Colby 
Ms. Kathleen Covey 
Andrew Crestodina &  
	 Crystal Hervey 
Jack & Peggy Crowe Donor Fund  
Judith Dainko 
Marcia Wachs Dam 
Shelley Davis 
Mr. Matthew Derov 
William S. Donnell &  
	 Claudia Daly 
Victoria C. Drake &  
	 James Evan-Cook 
Eliza & Timothy Earle 
Theodore Eckert Foundation 
Lee Edwards 
Mr. P. Zachary Egan 
Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Ettlinger  
Sarah Forbes Orwig 
Cynthia K. Fredrick 
Bernard Friedman 
John & Michele Gillett 
Mr.* & Mrs. James J. Glasser  
Stanford & Ann Dudley Goldblatt 
Goolsbee Family Gift Fund 
John & Gillian Growdon 

Sandy M. Guettler 
Harmann Family—John and
	 Laila Fund of the Greater 	
	 Cincinnati Foundation  
Lori & Mark Harris  
Emily Harris & Jim Ridker 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Harvey, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob & Amy Heinrich 
Cecilia & Russell Hofmann 
Ms. Mary Honda 
David Hulse 
Jocarno Fund, at the request of
	 Mr.* & Mrs. John I. Schlossman 
Paul & Leslie Karas 
Michelle Kern & Don Darnell 
Elizabeth Kessler 
Mr. Peter Landon 
Margaret Lass-Gardiner 
Ralph Lerner 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Lillard,  
	 Red Bird Hollow Foundation 
Marcena Love   
The Jim* & Kay Mabie Family 
Paul Mack 
Gregory Mancuso &  
	 Laurel Breitkopf 
Joanie* & Andy McKenna*  
Robert & Jane Megquier 
Martha Meyer 
Jim Mikkelsen 
The Michael and Pamela Miles
	 Gift Fund of the Ayco
	 Charitable Foundation  
Gregory Mutz 
Sally A. Olds  
Ann & Harry Oppenheimer 
Mr. & Mrs. John Parry 
Mr. & Mrs. Shelby Pruett  
George & Vicky Ranney  
Bruce & Rita Renwick 
Dave & Sara Reusswig 
Ms. Carey Roberts 
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Ron Rohde  
Ms. Aidan Donnelley Rowley & 
	 Mr. Bryan Rowley 
Joseph Russo & Bebe Novich 
Patrick G. & Shirley W. Ryan  
Dan & Sandra Scheinfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Schnadig 
Mr. Nicholas Schrag 
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall &  
	 Lydia Scott 
Nini & Peter Seaman 
Leslie Shad & Joe Brennan 
Susan C. H. Simmers &  
	 Clayton R. Simmers 
Jeff Smith 
Marguerite Solberg 
Ms. Janet Swenson 
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Swift 
Mr. Richard Thies 
Brooke Thrall  
Van Nice Foundation 
Paul Varnado 
Wendy & Greg Vichick 
Laura Werner 
Anne & Ethan Winter 
Cynthia Winter &  
	 Nicholas Weingarten  
Rosemary Winters 
Joan & Richard Wolff 
Jeanne Zasadil 
 
Supporters 

Thank you to the following 
individuals for their critical support 
of Openlands’ mission. 
 
$500 – $999 
Susan S. Aaron 
Karen A. Lau 
Elisa Addlesperger 
JC Aevaliotis & Devon De Mayo 

Anonymous 
Alison & Brian Attar 
Townsend & Kristina Bailey 
Gary & Susan Balling 
Rosemarie & Dean L. Buntrock 
Robert & Suzanne Cash 
Michael Chase 
Arthur D. Collins, Jr. &  
	 Sophia Shaw 
Ms. Susan Comstock 
Antonia Contro &  
	 George Marquisos  
Lawrence Corry 
Matthew Cotter 
Allison & Fred Daley 
Mr. Jon Daniels 
Bruce Davidson 
Brad & Bailey Davis 
Amy T. Dickinson 
Leslie S. Douglass 
Michael & Brandie Dunn 
Paul Earle & Ellen Rudnick  
Josephine F. Elting  
Mr. Albert Ettinger &  
	 Ms. Sue Lannin  
Terry & Sam Evans 
Reven Uihlein Fellars 
Carol & Conrad Fialkowski 
Peter & Ginny Foreman 
Mary Alexi Fox 
Mr. Jonathan Frank 
Walter G. Freedman &  
	 Karen G. Harrison 
Paul & Chris Geiselhart  
Bill Glass 
Sue & Bruce Gottschall 
Mr. & Mrs. John Haight, III  
Hananne Hanafi 
Robert & Saran Hutchins  
Judith & Tony Iacuzzi 
Walker C. Johnson 
Philip Juras 
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June & Steve Keibler 
Mr. Thomas Keim 
Judy & John Keller 
Gary & Susan Klein 
Bill Kurtis & Donna La Pietra 
Anne Ladky & Karen Fishman 
Howard Learner 
Joan Leber 
Joe Leibold 
Celine & Mark Lillie 
Larry & Mary Mages 
Clark & Sari Maxfield 
Lloyd & Mary McCarthy 
Alison McKinzie 
Terry J. Medhurst   
William & Anita Miller 
Rita Mirman & Stuart Frankel 
Christine Olson 
Roxelyn M. Pepper 
Mr. E. Scott Peterson &  
	 Ms. Judith M. Desenis 
Frank & Becky Petrek 
Susan Piha 
William J. Pogson 
John Rogner 
Piper & Jono Rothschild 
Joshua Sage 
Bettylu & Paul Saltzman 
Debra Shore &  
	 Kathleen Gillespie   
Janet Shore 
Andrew I. Shore 
Ald. Michele Smith 
Joel F. Studebaker 
Jacquelyn Tayborn 
Jen & Bob Van Valkenburg 
Elizabeth Ware 
Julie & Dan Wheeler, Sol and
	 Celia Hammerman Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry D. Wishcamper 
Ms. Louise Wood 
 

$250 – $499 
Henry Adams 
Diane & Bill Allen 
Amanda & Roger Allman 
J. Thomas Alves 
Richard & Andrea Amend 
Judith Anderson 
Anonymous (4) 
Janice Aull 
Ms. Elizabeth Barnes 
Shilpa Bavikatte 
Steven & Sandra Becker 
Miriam & Daniel Berele 
Mr. Joseph Biel 
Spencer & Lesley Bloch 
Patricia Booth 
Paul Botts & Heather McCowen 
Ms. Beth Botts 
Calvine & Charlie Bowen 
John Bross Fund 
James A. Brown &  
	 Ruth A. Migdal-Brown  
Joel Brown 
Suzette Bulley 
Ms. Karen & Michael Buoscio 
Elizabeth Carden 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Carlson 
Marina Carney Puryear 
William & Mary Carstedt 
Ms. Ellen Carton 
Suzanne & David Causton 
Bess & Candelario Celio 
Matthew Chotin 
Etahn M. Cohen &  
	 Amy Paller Cohen 
Nancy & Tom Conforti  
Honorable Barbara Flynn Currie 
Nancy Dehmlow 
Ms. Laura Derks 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark &  
	 Julianne Dieterich 
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Richard & Janice Domanik 
Olga Domchenko 
Julie Dorfman & Jerry Herst 
Julie Erbe 
Ms. Angelica Evan-Cook 
Mark & Julie Fialkowski 
Brett Foley 
Janet Franz & William Swislow 
Gabriela Freese, DDS 
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon &  
	 Martina Frisbie 
Chris Gansen 
Robert & Linda Garro  
Madeline Gelis 
Paul Genega & James Werkowski
Meredith C. George 
Brian Giegerich 
Ms. E. Lynn Grayson 
Maureen Gustafson 
James & Kathleen Gysler 
Carol Haddix 
Timothy F. Hamilton 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Z. Hayward, Jr.
Daniel Hebreard 
Mark Hoffman 
Mr. James Hogan, Jr.*  
Ms. Rebecca Hunter 
Vance & Randee Johnson 
Ms. Nancy Juda 
Joanne Kalnitz &  
	 Marshall Sorkin 
Sona Kalousdian 
Keller Family  
Debra Kerr &  
	 Anne Claire Kerr Fassnacht 
Helen J. Kessler 
Gin Kilgore 
Kerl LaJeune 
Mr. Warren G. Lavey &   
	 Dr. Holly A. Rosencranz  
Janet Lawrence 

Ms. Pauline M. Leblanc 
Ms. Jocelyn M. Leitzinger 
Trinita Logue 
Rommy Lopat &  
	 John Drummond 
Mr. Richard Mariner 
Margery Martin 
Mrs. George H. Maze  
Judy McDonald 
Shannon McEnerney 
Neil McIlvain 
Betsy McKenna 
Mrs. Carol McManus 
Joy Meek 
The Blythe and David
	 Mendelson Family Fund
	 at The Chicago Community
	 Foundation 
Ms. Deborah Moore 
Gregory Mueller & Betty Strack 
Catherine J. Nagler 
Brenda Nelms & John Craig 
Robert & Susan Nelson 
Ms. Persephone Nerge 
John R. and Susan O’Connell
	 Charitable Fund 
James Noel O’Connor 
Ms. Jane J. Ogrodnik 
Karen O’Hayer 
Heide & Steve Olson 
Rebecca Olson 
Andrew & Adina Ott 
Sharon Lyford Parrish 
Barbara & Thomas Pfendler 
Ms. Christine Pope 
Tom Priest & Sarah Davis Priest 
Karen Ramirez 
Nicole Redding 
Jessica R. Riddle 
Matt Rooney & Diane Kaplan 
Roger & Dianne Ross 
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William J. Roznowski 
Susan Salzinski 
Mr. Alfred Saucedo 
Henrietta Saunders 
Mary Jo Savol  
Bob Scales 
Mr. Steven Schmidt 
Amy Schneider 
Jeff Shelden 
Mr. Dale Shields 
Elizabeth Shope 
Mary Ann & Joe Skvara 
Suzanne T. Smart 
Mr. J. Clarke Smith 
Maxine & Larry K. Snider 
Ms. Nancy Sreenan 
Nancy Stevenson 
Joseph Szabo 
Gail S. Taxy 
Peggy Taylor  
Tenney Family Charitable Fund 
Ms. Sharyn Tepper 
Ms. Colleen Thorne 
Jean Tsai 
Anne Tucker Family  
	 Charitable Fund 
Sophia B. Twichell  
Nancy Ward 
Mark Weber 
Stacy Wells 
Charity Widrig 
Ms. Linda E. Wiens 
Chris & Jodi Wine 
Wallace A. Winter & Ellen Ewing 
Jennifer Wirtz 
Bobbi Zabel 
Mr. Andrew Zabel 
James N. &  
	 Katherine W. Zartman 
Ed Zimkus & Rob Janoff 
Martha Zuehlke, M.D. 

GREEN LEGACY 
SOCIETY MEMBERS 
 
Thank you to individuals who have 
made provisions for Openlands in 
their estate plans to protect nature 
across the Chicago region for future 
generations. 

Charlotte Adelman   
Gerald W. Adelmann    
Jill Allread Family   
Gary & Susan Balling   
George W. Blossom, III*   
Leslie Borns &  
	 John Hollister Purcell*
Henry T. Chandler, Jr.*   
Bill & Suzanne Clarkin   
Virginia A. Croan*   
Marjorie David *  
Garrett & Terrence Dee   
Leslie S. Douglass   
Pamela Feldman   
Dean & Jenny Fischer  
Carlyn E. Goettsch*   
Maureen E. Gustafson   
Tina & Terry Haight   
Mark & Lori Harris   
Leslie Jones   
Barbara & Dennis Kessler   
Joyce Martha Kieffer*   
Joy E. Knobloch   
Carrie C. McNally &  
	 Rick Maechling   
Eric K. Peterson   
Kenneth J. Porrello &  
	 Sherry L. McFall   
Dr. George B. Rabb*   
Steven & Kimberly Ricchio   
J. Timothy Ritchie*   
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Charles* & Louise Saltzman   
Mary Jo Savol    
Louis Schauer*   
Gerda Schild*   
JoAnn Seagren & Scott Lang   
Patrick Shaw* &  
	 Mary Sue Glosser   
Georgiana Taylor*   
Nicole Williams &  
	 Dr. Lawrence Becker   
 

IN-KIND GIFTS 
 
Thank you to the following 
individuals and organizations who 
donated products or services.  
 
Ders Anderson 
Adella Bass 
Freddie Batchelor 
Chicago Adventure Therapy 
Robin Cline, Neighborspace 
Ed Collins, McHenry County
	 Conservation District 
George Covington 
Brenda Dixon, Friends of the
	 Major Taylor Trail 
Albert Ettinger 
Terry Evans 
Forest Preserves of Cook County 
Friends of the Forest Preserves 
Ron Gaines, Chicago’s Finest
	 Marina 
Golden Gate Homeowners 
	 Association 
Beria Hampton 
Pat Hayes, Orland Grassland 
David Holman 
Kentaro Inoue, Shedd Aquarium 
Cheryl Johnson 

Sarah Jones,  
	 Chicago Botanic Garden 
Larry McClellan, Little Calumet 
	 River Underground Railroad 
Colleen McVeigh, Field Museum 
Marion Parry 
Alison Paul, Field Museum 
People for Community Recovery 
Tom Price, Environmental 
	 Consulting & Technology, Inc. 
Barnett P. Ruttenberg, Esq. 
Cassi Saari, Chicago Park  
	 District 
Sean Schaffer, Chicago Parks 
	 District 
Kelsay Shaw, Possibility Place 
	 Nursery 
Jeffrey Smith 
Michael Sullivan,  
	 Goldberg Kohn 
Michael Taylor, Illinois  
	 Paddling Council 
June Webb 
Brianna White, Emerald  
	 Tree Care 

 
TREEKEEPERS  
VOLUNTEER FACULTY 
 
Tricia Bethke  
Beth Botts  
Michelle Catania 
Melissa Custic  
Lindsay Darling 
Tom Ebeling  
Betsy Elsaesser  
Ted Haffner  
Drew Hart  
Lindsay Ivanyi  
Scott Jamieson 
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Chris Kessler 
Steve Lane  
John Lough 
Suzanne Malec-McKenna   
Joe McCarthy  
Daniella Pereira 
Danielle Russell 
Jerome Scott  
Lydia Scott 
 

 
BIRDS IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD 
VOLUNTEERS
 
Roberta Asher 
Alan Bell 
Imani Bell 
Sue Benton 
Elizabeth Berry 
Mary Campbell 
George Davis 
Adrienne Detanico 
Trisha Dinh 
Maggie Dohr 
Jeff Dube 
Suzie Erin 
Citally Fabela 
Steven Gross 
Alice Hargrave 
Robert Hilger 
Lillian Holden 
Mahalia Holden 
Joanne Kalnitz 
Ximena Lazanco 
Jennifer Linton 
Dave Madden 
Kelly Mazeski 
Jim Mcdaniel 
Vineta McDonald 
Besty McKenna 

Gary Morissey 
Bebe Novich 
Wendy Paulson 
Daniella Pereira 
Mercedes Pickett 
Emily Reusswig 
Joe Russo 
JoAnn Seagren 
Jeramie Strickland 
Kale Sink 
Kathleen Taylor 
Levi Yutuc 
 

LUNCHEON SUPPORTERS  
 
Thank you to the following 
supporters of the Openlands 
2022 Annual Luncheon which 
honored Adele Simmons with the 
Conservation Leadership Award. 
 
Premier Sponsor 
The Negaunee Foundation 
 
Emerald Sponsor 
James L. Alexander &  
	 Curtis D. Drayer 
 
Platinum Sponsors 
Archer Daniels Midland Company
Shaun & Andy Block 
Bobolink Foundation  
ComEd  
Kimberly Duchossois 
Ambassador Fay  
	 Hartog-Levin (Ret.)
Good Heart Work Smart Foundation
Lindy & Mike Keiser 
Martina Keller & Don McLellan 
Jeanine & Andrew McNally, IV 
Stantec 
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Gold Sponsors 
Anonymous 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
Connie & Tony Bischof  
Susan Bowey 
Stephanie Comer &  
	 Robert Craigie  
Christy Webber Landscapes 
Barbi & Tom Donnelley 
Full Circle Foundation  
Daisy Feidt & Berenice Tow 
Jo Daviess Conservation 
	 Foundation  
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
	 John H. Krehbiel Jr. 
KPMG  
Mary A. Laraia &  
	 Andrew Mooney  
LimeRed  
Suzanne Malec-McKenna &  
	 Joe Ferguson  
Judy & John McCarter  
Janis W. & John K. Notz Jr.  
Margot & Thomas Pritzker  
Barbara & Glenn Reed 
JoAnn Seagren & Scott Lang 
William Spence 
 
Table Sponsors 
Jill Allread 
Alan Bell 
Christopher & Margaret Block 
Christopher B. Burke 
	 Engineering, Ltd.  
Richard J. Carlson &  
	 Cristina Benitez 
Scott Byron & Co.  
Citizens for Conservation  
Jonathan Copulsky 

George & Alexandra Covington 
William Drake & Joann Carney 
Forest Preserve District of  
	 Will County 
Patrick Hanley, Kristen Jones, &  
	 Raed Mansour 
Shawn Ingall 
JPMorgan  
Connie Keller 
Lake County Forest Preserves 
Liberty Prairie Foundation 
Carrie McNally &  
	 Rick Maechling  
Field Museum  
Shauna Peet 
James Rachlin,  
	 Meristem Advisors 
Vicky & George Ranney  
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill  
Nancy Sutherland 
Ventas, Inc. 
Wanxiang America Corporation 
 

The Office of Development makes every 
effort to ensure the accuracy of this 
listing. Please contact Abby Mattson at 
312.863.6273 or amattson@openlands.
org if your name was omitted or there 
was an error in your listing. Thank you. 
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  Perennial Donors  
	 Openlands is grateful to its most loyal  
	 donors who have supported us annually  
	 for 20 years or more.  
 

   *Deceased



OPENLANDS BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
as of March 1, 2023 

JoAnn Seagren 
Chair 

Glenn W. Reed 
Vice Chair 

Alan M. Bell 
Secretary 

Jeff Rode 
Treasurer 

Carrie C. McNally  
Immediate Past Chair 

Executive Committee

Jill Allread 
Bill Clarkin 
Jonathan Copulsky 
Garrett Handley Dee 
Daisy Feidt 
Jonathan C. Hamill 
Rommel Noguera 

Lynn Buhl  
George W. Davis  
Matt Dobry  
Patrick Hanley  
Martina Keller  
Kerl LaJeune 
Dan Lauderback 
Raed Mansour 
Sachin Master 

Wendy Paulson 
James Rachlin 
Alexa Rice 
Carey S. Roberts  
Joseph Russo 
Anne Tucker 
Nicole S. Williams 
Chris Wu 
 
Shaun C. Block 
Honorary Director 

 
Anthony T. Dean 
Honorary Director 

Marshall Field V 
Honorary Director 

STAFF 
as of March 1, 2023 

Nicholas Adams 
Arborist Registered 
Apprentice  

Gerald W. Adelmann 
President & CEO 
 
Ders Anderson 
Greenways Director 

Mark Bean 
Arborist Registered 
Apprentice 
 
Laura Barghusen 
Blueways Director 

Ray Bizot 
Arborist Registered 
Apprentice 

Chris Bourbois 
Conservation Ecologist 

Stephanie Carper 
Director of Development 

Deron Davis 
Arborist Registered 
Apprentice 
 
Al De Reu 
TreeKeepers Program 
Manager 

Janis DiGiovanna 
Director of Administration 

Michael Dugan 
Director of Forestry 
 
Tom Ebeling 
Community Arborist 

Grace Ehlinger 
Arborist Registered 
Apprentice 
 
Nitsaniyah Fitch 
Development & Events 
Coordinator 
 
Katie Fleming 
Senior Forestry Program 
Manager 
 
Jessica Fong 
Director of Education 
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Mary Fortmann 
Landscape Ecologist 

Mary Gabryel 
Assistant Director  
of Finance 

Emmanuel Gamez 
Arborist Registered 
Apprentice 
 
Jorge Garcia 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Lillian Holden 
Education and Community 
Outreach Coordinator 

Chris Kessler 
Director of Policy  

Ivy Lo 
Staff Accountant 
 
Kimberly Lucas 
Administrative and 
Finance Coordinator 

Linda Masters 
Restoration Specialist 

Abby Mattson 
Assistant Development 
Director 

Anna Nelson 
Gift & Data Entry 
Coordinator 

Daniella Pereira 
Vice President of 
Community Conservation 

Emily Reusswig 
Vice President of 
Conservation and Policy 
 
Molly Roche 
TreeKeepers Program 
Coordinator 

Tonatiu Rodriguez 
Forestry Program 
Coordinator 

Matt Ruhter 
Conservation Attorney 

Danielle Russell 
School Garden 
Coordinator 

Matthew Santagata 
Regional Planning 
Manager 

Patrick Schlomas 
Board Liaison and 
Executive Coordinator 

Craig Shillinglaw 
Geographic Information 
System (GIS) Analyst 

Victor Short 
Forestry Field Supervisor 

Huan Song 
Director of 
Communications 

Diane Sotiros 
Chief Administrative 
Officer and Vice President 
of Finance 

Sarah Surroz 
Director of Lake County 
Programs 

Gerardo Trujillo 
Landscaping Specialist 
 
Sarah Ugaste 
Director of Finance 

Yamys Urbano 
Valencia
PR and Communications 
Associate 

Lucia Whalen 
Communications Manager

PHOTO CREDITS 

Luigi Ciuffetelli: inside 
front cover and pages 1, 
40–41; Ashley Lane: 2, 7, 
10–11, 14; Jen Miller: 4–5; 
Katie Fleming: 8, 12–13; 
Laura Barghusen: 16; 
Christine Perri: 17;  
Liina Raud: 18–19;  
Jeff Cherry: 20;  
Ian Whyte: 23;  
Openlands: 24–25; 
Lucia Whalen: 26, 29–31; 
Space to Grow 32-33;  
SOM: 34, 36–37;  
Cheryl Keegan: 39;  
Ray Mathis: 43
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Founded in 1963, Openlands protects the natural and open spaces  

of northeastern Illinois and the surrounding region to ensure  

cleaner air and water, protect natural habitats and wildlife,  

and help balance and enrich our lives.

openlands.org

The cover art was inspired by the abacus, an ancient tool invented 
to keep tally and perform calculations.




